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Role Prompting practically implemented  

 

‘Neural machine translation explained’ 
 

 
 
 

You: Tell me as plainly as possible what neural machine translation is! 

 

 

 

 

 ChatGPT: Neural machine translation is a technology that uses artificial neural networks 

to automatically translate text from one language to another. It aims to improve the accuracy 

and fluency of translation by training neural networks on vast amounts of bilingual data. 

 

In traditional machine translation approaches, rule-based or statistical methods were used, 

which relied on explicit linguistic rules or the analysis of large bilingual corpora. Neural 

machine translation, on the other hand, employs deep learning techniques to build a neural 

network model that can learn to translate directly from one language to another. 

 

The neural network model consists of an encoder and a decoder. The encoder takes the input 

text in the source language and converts it into a numerical representation called a "vector." 

This vector carries the meaning and context of the input sentence. The decoder then takes this 

vector and generates a translation in the target language, word by word, based on the learned 

patterns and relationships in the training data. 

 

To train the neural network, a large dataset of parallel sentences in the source and target 

languages is used. The model learns to align the words in the source and target languages, 

capturing the meaning and context necessary for accurate translation. The training process 

involves adjusting the weights and parameters of the neural network based on the comparison 

between the predicted translations and the actual translations in the training data. 

 

Neural machine translation has shown significant improvements over previous translation 

methods, producing translations that are often more fluent and natural-sounding. It has 

become widely used in various applications, such as online translation services, language 

localization in software, and facilitating multilingual communication. 
 

 

 

You: Tell me this as a mathematician 
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 ChatGPT: Neural machine translation is a computational approach that utilizes artificial 

neural networks to perform automated translation of text from one language to another. It 

leverages mathematical models and algorithms to optimize the translation process. 

 

In neural machine translation, a neural network is constructed, typically using deep learning 

techniques. This network consists of interconnected layers of mathematical functions, called 

neurons, which mimic the behavior of neurons in the human brain. The network is trained 

using a large dataset of parallel sentences in the source and target languages. 

 

Mathematically, the translation process involves representing the source sentence as a 

numerical vector through an encoder network. The encoder applies a series of mathematical 

transformations to the input text, capturing its semantic and contextual information. This 

vector representation is then fed into a decoder network. 

 

The decoder network employs another set of mathematical functions to generate the 

translation in the target language. It predicts the target words one by one, taking into account 

the learned patterns and relationships in the training data. The network's parameters, which 

determine the behavior of these mathematical functions, are adjusted iteratively through a 

process called backpropagation.  

 

This optimization process minimizes the discrepancy between the predicted translations and 

the actual translations in the training data, using techniques such as gradient descent. 

 

The success of neural machine translation relies on the ability of the neural network to learn 

the complex mappings between the source and target languages. By estimating the underlying 

mathematical patterns from the training data, the network can generalize its knowledge to 

translate unseen sentences accurately. 

 

In summary, neural machine translation employs mathematical models and algorithms to train 

neural networks that can learn to translate text from one language to another. Through the 

optimization of network parameters, the translation process is refined to produce accurate and 

fluent translations 

 

 

 

You: Tell me this as a computer scientist  

 

 

 

 

 ChatGPT: Neural machine translation is a computational technique used in the field of 

natural language processing to automatically translate text from one language to another. As a 

computer scientist, here's an explanation of neural machine translation: 

 

Neural machine translation (NMT) involves the use of artificial neural networks, specifically 

deep learning models, to perform language translation tasks. These models are trained on large 

datasets containing pairs of source and target sentences in different languages. 



 

The core idea behind NMT is to train a neural network model that can learn the statistical 

patterns and relationships in the training data to generate accurate translations. The model 

typically consists of an encoder and a decoder. 

 

The encoder takes an input sentence in the source language and processes it sequentially, 

mapping it to a continuous vector representation, often called an "embedding" or "hidden 

state." This vector carries the meaning and context of the input sentence and serves as the 

input to the decoder. 

 

The decoder takes the vector representation and generates the translation in the target 

language. It does this by predicting one word at a time, taking into account the context 

provided by the encoded vector and the previously generated words. The predictions are made 

based on the learned patterns from the training data. 

 

During the training process, the model adjusts its parameters using optimization techniques, 

such as stochastic gradient descent, to minimize the discrepancy between the predicted 

translations and the correct translations in the training data. This adjustment is done through a 

process called backpropagation, where the gradients of the model's error with respect to its 

parameters are calculated and used to update the parameter values. 

 

Once the model is trained, it can be used for translation by feeding an input sentence through 

the encoder, obtaining the vector representation, and then generating the translation using the 

decoder. 

 

Neural machine translation has gained popularity due to its ability to capture complex 

linguistic patterns and produce more fluent and natural-sounding translations compared to 

traditional statistical machine translation methods. It has been successfully applied in various 

applications, including online translation services, language localization, and multilingual 

communication systems. 

 

 

 

You: Tell me this as a linguist  

 

 

 

 

 ChatGPT: Neural machine translation is a computational approach used to automatically 

translate text from one language to another. As a linguist, I'll explain neural machine 

translation in the context of language and communication: 

 

Neural machine translation relies on advanced algorithms and artificial neural networks to 

process and translate linguistic data. Unlike traditional rule-based or statistical methods, which 

relied heavily on explicit linguistic rules, neural machine translation aims to learn the patterns 

and structures of languages directly from large amounts of bilingual text. 

 

The technology utilizes deep learning models, typically consisting of an encoder and a 

decoder. The encoder processes the input sentence in the source language, capturing its 



meaning and context. It represents the sentence as a numerical vector, which serves as the 

input to the decoder. The decoder generates the translation in the target language by predicting 

one word at a time, taking into account the encoded information and the previously generated 

words. 

 

Neural machine translation models are trained on vast datasets of parallel sentences in 

multiple languages. Through a process called training, the models learn to align words and 

phrases in the source and target languages, capturing their semantic and syntactic 

relationships. The training involves adjusting the model's parameters based on the comparison 

between predicted translations and the correct translations in the training data. 

 

From a linguistic perspective, neural machine translation benefits from the ability to capture 

the complexities of language, such as idiomatic expressions, collocations, and context-

dependent meanings. It can learn to produce fluent and natural translations that closely 

resemble human-generated translations. 

 

However, it's important to note that neural machine translation still faces challenges in 

handling ambiguous or contextually dependent language phenomena. While the models have 

improved significantly, they may not always capture the full subtleties and nuances of 

translation. Linguistic knowledge and expertise remain crucial for evaluating and refining 

machine-generated translations. 

 

Overall, neural machine translation offers promising possibilities for bridging language 

barriers, facilitating cross-cultural communication, and assisting translators and language 

professionals in their work. 

 

 

 

You: Tell me this as a translational scientist 

 

 

 

 

 ChatGPT: As a translational scientist, I will explain neural machine translation in the 

context of its application in translation studies and the work of translators: 

 

Neural machine translation (NMT) is a technology that utilizes artificial neural networks to 

automate the process of translating text from one language to another. It has gained significant 

attention in the field of translation studies due to its potential to enhance translation 

productivity and quality. 

 

NMT systems are built upon deep learning models, which are trained on extensive bilingual 

datasets. These datasets consist of pairs of source and target language sentences, allowing the 

model to learn the patterns and relationships between the languages. 

 

From a t translational perspective, NMT offers several advantages. First, it has the capacity to 

handle complex linguistic phenomena, such as idiomatic expressions and sentence structures 

specific to each language. This enables the generation of translations that are more fluent and 

natural-sounding compared to earlier machine translation approaches. 



 

Second, NMT can assist translators by providing suggestions and alternatives during the 

translation process. Translators can leverage NMT systems as tools to improve their 

efficiency, allowing them to focus on more challenging aspects of translation rather than 

routine or repetitive tasks. 

 

Additionally, NMT can be beneficial in the context of post-editing. Translators can review and 

refine machine-generated translations, correcting any errors or inaccuracies and ensuring that 

the final translation meets the desired standards of quality and style. 

 

However, it is essential to note that NMT systems are not flawless. They may still produce 

inaccurate translations, especially when encountering complex or ambiguous language 

constructions. Translators need to critically evaluate and edit machine-generated translations 

to ensure linguistic and cultural appropriateness, maintaining the integrity and accuracy of the 

translated content. 

 

Translational scientists play a crucial role in the development and evaluation of NMT systems. 

They contribute by curating and annotating bilingual datasets, analyzing the strengths and 

weaknesses of NMT models, and conducting research on improving translation quality and 

human-machine interaction. 

 

In summary, neural machine translation has the potential to revolutionize the translation 

process, empowering translators with powerful tools to enhance their productivity and deliver 

high-quality translations. 

 

However, the collaboration between human translators and machine translation technologies 

remains crucial for achieving accurate and culturally sensitive translations.  

 

 

 

You: Tell me this as a sly merchant 

 

 

 

 

 ChatGPT: Ah, my esteemed customer, let me enlighten you about the wonders of neural 

machine translation, a true gem in the world of language services! 

 

Neural machine translation, you see, is an ingenious technology that employs cutting-edge 

artificial neural networks to perform automated translations between different languages. This 

state-of-the-art approach has revolutionized the translation industry, offering immense 

benefits for businesses like yours. 

 

With neural machine translation, you can effortlessly break through language barriers and 

expand your reach to international markets. Imagine the possibilities of reaching customers in 

their native language, seamlessly conveying your products' features and benefits without any 

linguistic hiccups. 

 

This remarkable technology is built upon vast amounts of bilingual data, meticulously training 



the neural network to capture the nuances and intricacies of language. The result? Translations 

that are fluent, natural-sounding, and remarkably accurate, rivaling the craftsmanship of 

human translators. 

 

But that's not all! Neural machine translation is a cost-effective solution that saves you from 

the hefty fees charged by traditional translation services. No need to bargain or negotiate, for 

this technology works tirelessly, providing rapid translations that meet your growing demands. 

 

However, as a cunning merchant, I must be transparent. While neural machine translation has 

made tremendous strides, it's not infallible. It may stumble when faced with context-

dependent or culturally nuanced phrases. That's where your keen eye and linguistic expertise 

come into play, ensuring that the translations are polished to perfection. 

 

So, my astute customer, embrace the power of neural machine translation! It is a game-

changer for your business, unlocking new markets, saving costs, and streamlining your 

international operations. Seize this opportunity, and let your competitors marvel at your swift 

global expansion.  

 

 

 

You: Tell me this as a clergyman 

 

 

 

 

 ChatGPT: Neural machine translation, my faithful congregation, is a fascinating 

technological advancement in the realm of language translation. It holds the potential to 

facilitate communication and understanding across different cultures and languages, 

promoting unity and harmony among diverse communities. 

 

In its essence, neural machine translation utilizes artificial neural networks to automatically 

translate text from one language to another. Through extensive training on bilingual datasets, 

these networks learn to capture the intricacies of language, striving to produce translations that 

convey meaning and intent with accuracy and fluency. 

 

From a spiritual perspective, neural machine translation can be seen as a tool that fosters 

connection and empathy between individuals, transcending language barriers. By enabling 

communication in diverse languages, it opens doors for sharing wisdom, traditions, and sacred 

teachings, fostering a deeper appreciation of our shared humanity. 

 

While the technology has made significant strides, it is important to approach it with 

discernment and humility. Neural machine translation may encounter challenges in capturing 

the profound nuances of spiritual and religious texts, which often require deep contextual 

understanding and cultural sensitivity. Human guidance and spiritual discernment are crucial 

in ensuring that translations accurately convey the sacred messages and preserve the sanctity 

of spiritual traditions. 

 

Neural machine translation, like any tool, should be viewed as a complement to the wisdom 

and expertise of human translators and clergy. It can aid in the dissemination of sacred texts, 



support interfaith dialogue, and promote mutual understanding among diverse religious 

communities. However, it is essential to remain vigilant, preserving the essence and integrity 

of sacred teachings throughout the translation process. 

 

Let us embrace neural machine translation as a servant in our mission to spread love, 

compassion, and understanding across linguistic boundaries. May it inspire us to foster unity, 

celebrate diversity, and forge spiritual connections that transcend language, enriching the 

spiritual journeys of individuals around the world. 

 

 

 

You: Tell me this as a market-orientated economist 

 

 

 

 

 ChatGPT: Neural machine translation, my esteemed economist, is a revolutionary 

advancement that holds great potential for the market and economy. It is a technology-driven 

solution that can significantly impact international trade, business expansion, and market 

penetration. 

 

By utilizing artificial neural networks, neural machine translation enables seamless and 

efficient translation of text across different languages. This has transformative implications for 

businesses aiming to enter global markets and communicate with customers worldwide. 

 

One of the key advantages of neural machine translation is its ability to break down language 

barriers. It empowers businesses to effectively communicate product features, marketing 

messages, and customer support in the local languages of their target markets. This enhanced 

communication fosters customer engagement, brand loyalty, and ultimately boosts sales and 

revenue. 

 

Moreover, neural machine translation offers cost-saving benefits. By automating the 

translation process, businesses can reduce reliance on human translators or expensive 

translation services. This streamlines operations, enhances efficiency, and allows for more 

agile and cost-effective international expansion. 

 

The technology also opens up new market opportunities by enabling businesses to reach 

untapped customer segments in different regions. It facilitates market research and analysis by 

providing instant access to foreign-language content, customer feedback, and market trends, 

empowering businesses to make informed decisions and adapt strategies to local preferences. 

 

However, as an economist, I must mention that neural machine translation is not without its 

limitations. Although it has made remarkable progress, the technology may encounter 

challenges when it comes to accurately conveying subtle cultural nuances or context-specific 

language expressions. Businesses must exercise caution and human oversight to ensure that 

translations align with local customs, sensitivities, and market demands. 

 

In conclusion, neural machine translation presents an exciting avenue for market-oriented 

economists. It enables businesses to expand their reach, connect with customers globally, and 



tap into new market opportunities. By leveraging this technology wisely, businesses can gain a 

competitive edge, increase market share, and contribute to economic growth in an increasingly 

interconnected world.  

 
 


