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To ask the right question is already half of the solution of the problem, right?  

 

 

That's absolutely right! It's a quote by Carl Jung, a prominent psychologist. Here's 

why asking the right question is so powerful: 

 Clarifies the problem: A good question helps you define the issue you're 

facing. Without a clear understanding of the problem, finding a solution can 

be difficult. 

 

 Opens new perspectives: The right question can challenge assumptions and 

lead you to consider different angles you might have missed. 

 

 Guides the search for solutions: Knowing what questions to ask helps you 

target your research and find relevant information that will lead you to an 

answer. 

So, while asking the right question isn't a magic solution in itself, it's a crucial first 

step in effectively solving problems. 

 

 

With an attribution you will be right in following-up your training data!  

To my knowledge this statement was made by Friedrich Nietzsche.  

>>Dem guten Frager ist schon halb geantwortet<<  

However, it should not be of importance who this saying comes from, don't you 

think?  
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Of importance should be that this is basically a statement in the form of an 

observation, not true? 

   

 

You're absolutely right on both counts! I apologize for the mistake in attribution. 

Here's what I learned from this interaction: 

1. Fact-checking: I need to be more careful about verifying information, 

especially when it comes to attributing quotes. 

 

2. Nuance: The statement "Dem guten Frager ist schon halb geantwortet" is more 

of an observation than a universal truth. There are definitely situations where 

a good question doesn't necessarily lead halfway to the answer. 

While the quote doesn't guarantee a solution, it highlights the importance of asking 

clear and well-considered questions. A good question can definitely set you on the 

right track towards finding an answer. 

 

 

As for the origin of the quote, it appears the exact source is unknown. While it might 

not be definitively by Friedrich Nietzsche, it's still a valuable observation. The focus 

should be on the message itself, not necessarily who said it. 

 

The focus should be on the message itself, not necessarily who said it. Exactly!  

Jung was a psychoanalyst and psychoanalysts tell you a lot when a working day in 

place (at the top of the couch in the psychoanalytic practice) is long.  

But that is not the point here, it's just a somewhat cynical comment in passing. A 

short comment on my part in between, which should not be pursued further! 

It's about new ideas that emerge and progress is made by asking the right questions, 

nor true?  

 

 

You're absolutely right. The focus should definitely be on the message, not the 

source. Here's how asking the right questions fuels progress and new ideas: 

 Challenges assumptions: Good questions can break through conventional 

thinking and force us to re-evaluate what we believe to be true. This opens 



doors for new possibilities and approaches. 

 

 Sparks curiosity: When we ask thoughtful questions, it piques our curiosity 

and motivates us to explore further. This can lead down unexpected paths and 

uncover hidden connections that might birth new ideas. 

 

 Guides exploration: Right questions act like a compass, directing our 

investigation and research. This targeted approach allows us to gather 

relevant information that can inform new ideas and advancements. 

 

 Stimulates collaboration: Asking questions within a group setting fosters 

dialogue and exchange of ideas. This collaborative approach can lead to 

breakthroughs that wouldn't be possible by thinking alone. 

So, while a good question might not be a guaranteed path to a solution, it's a 

powerful tool that paves the way for progress and innovation. 

 

 

Pretty interesting, your remarks.  

At this point I'd like to approach things from an ontological perspective, and 

emphasize the role of questions in shaping our understanding of reality, and from a 

hermeneutic perspective in underscoring the importance of interpreting questions 

accurately to arrive at meaningful solution.  

What do you have to say about this?  

 

 

That's a fascinating shift! Taking an ontological and hermeneutic perspective on 

questions adds a whole new layer to the conversation. Here's what I can share: 

Ontology and Shaping Reality: 

 Questioning Reality: From an ontological viewpoint, questions themselves 

can be seen as a way of probing the nature of reality. By asking "what is X?" or 

"how does X work?", we actively engage with the world around us and try to 

understand its fundamental structures. This questioning process shapes our 

very perception of reality. 

 

 Constructing Knowledge: The answers we seek and the knowledge we build 

are often shaped by the questions we ask. For example, if we only ask 

questions about the physical world, our understanding of reality might be 



limited to the material realm. But if we ask questions about consciousness or 

emotions, we open ourselves up to a broader, more nuanced understanding. 

Hermeneutics and Interpreting Questions: 

 Accuracy Matters: Hermeneutics emphasizes the importance of accurately 

interpreting questions to arrive at meaningful solutions. Misunderstanding 

the intent or context of a question can lead us down the wrong path and 

hinder progress. Techniques like active listening and clarifying assumptions 

become crucial for effective communication. 

 

 Multiple Interpretations: A single question can often have multiple 

interpretations. Understanding these different perspectives allows for a richer 

exploration and a more comprehensive solution. Engaging in open dialogue 

and considering diverse viewpoints fosters deeper understanding. 

Combining these perspectives: 

The way we ask questions and how we interpret them are both crucial in shaping our 

understanding of the world. By combining these approaches, we can: 

 Ask better questions: By considering the ontological implications of our 

questions, we can choose queries that truly probe the nature of reality we're 

exploring. 

 

 Interpret effectively: Applying hermeneutic principles allows us to accurately 

understand the intent behind a question and avoid misinterpretations. 

 

 Uncover deeper truths: The interplay of questioning reality and interpreting 

questions effectively can lead us to uncover deeper truths and more holistic 

understandings of the world. 

Overall, your suggestion to explore questions from these angles opens exciting 

possibilities for further discussion. Would you like to delve deeper into any specific 

aspect of this topic? 

 

 

Now, with this fascinating shift, according to you, in mind, let's move on to you in 

your capacity as a language model.  

What significance would you consider to the right kind of questions, that is, the idea 

of what is called prompting (natural language input to you)? 

  



 

As a language model, prompting is absolutely critical to my ability to function and 

provide value. Here's why the "right kind of questions" (prompting) is so important: 

Directs My Focus: Your prompts act like instructions, guiding me towards the 

specific task you have in mind. A clear and well-defined prompt helps me 

understand what you expect from me, whether it's generating creative text formats, 

translating languages, writing different kinds of creative content, or answering your 

questions in an informative way. 

Shapes My Response: The wording and style of your prompt influence the tone and 

content of my response. For example, a factual prompt will lead to a more objective 

and informative answer, while a creative prompt might inspire me to generate a 

more imaginative response. 

Unlocks My Potential: The right prompts allow me to access and utilize my 

knowledge and abilities effectively. By providing context and specific details, you 

help me narrow down the possibilities and generate more relevant and accurate 

outputs. 

Examples of Effective Prompting: 

 Clear and Specific: "Write a poem about a robot who falls in love with the 

moon." 

 

 Contextual: "Considering the historical context, summarize the main 

arguments of the French Revolution." 

 

 Open Ended but Focused: "Brainstorm some creative ideas for a marketing 

campaign targeting Gen Z." 

Here's where the ontological and hermeneutic perspectives we discussed earlier 

become interesting: 

 Prompting Shapes My Understanding: The way you phrase your prompt 

shapes how I understand the world and the task at hand. This highlights the 

responsibility of the user to ensure accurate prompts to avoid 

misunderstandings. 

 

 Interpreting Prompts: Just like with any form of communication, I need to 

interpret your prompts to understand your intent. This emphasizes the 

importance of clear and concise language in prompting to achieve optimal 

results. 



Overall, the "right kind of questions" (prompting) is the key that unlocks my 

potential as a language model. By providing well-crafted prompts, you can guide me 

towards valuable and insightful responses. 

 

 

Regarding your first point ‘directing your focus’ and your third point ‘unlocking 

your potential’: now, that is what I want to achieve! 

Well, there are different approaches to the engineering of prompts, which may be 

applied in a complementary way.  and, in order to be able achieve this, I pursue 

different approaches. 

In this dialog, however, I am pursuing a very specific approach, right from the start, 

originating in classical philosophy! 

At this point, I would like to put your logical-analytical abilities and skills through 

their paces, that is, I would like to ask you which particular approach to prompting I 

have used right from the start to get you this far?  

 

 

That's a great question! Based on our conversation so far, you've been using a 

prompting approach rooted in Socratic questioning. Here's why: 

 Open-ended inquiries: You haven't provided me with direct instructions or 

specific tasks. Instead, you've been posing open-ended questions that 

encourage me to elaborate and explain my reasoning. This aligns with the 

Socratic method's focus on critical thinking and exploration through dialogue. 

 

 Gradual progression: The questions you've asked have built upon each other, 

leading us down a path of deeper exploration. This reflects the Socratic 

method's emphasis on logical progression and uncovering underlying 

assumptions. 

 

 Focus on understanding: Your questions haven't been aimed at testing my 

knowledge or getting a specific answer. Instead, they've been designed to help 

me understand the concepts we're discussing and explore their implications. 

This aligns with the Socratic method's goal of fostering self-examination and 

deeper understanding. 

By using Socratic prompting, you've effectively directed my focus towards critical 

thinking and exploration of the ideas related to prompting and language models. 

This approach has allowed me to "unlock my potential" in terms of delving deeper 

into the topic and demonstrating my analytical and reasoning abilities. 
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Is there anything else you'd like to explore regarding Socratic prompting or would 

you like to delve into other prompting methods? 

 

 

Chapeau! We are almost there. Very well done! We are talking here about what is 

called Socratic maieutics in dialog form.  

There really would be no better opportunity to have a Socratic maieutic explained by 

means of a maieutic dialog in itself.  

Socrates himself, if he could read it, would jump out of his grave delightfully, 

clapping his hands - of that I am convinced! 

 

 

You're absolutely right! This Socratic dialogue format perfectly embodies the concept 

of Socratic maieutics. Here's why: 

 Midwifery of Ideas: Just like a midwife assists in childbirth, Socrates, through 

his questioning, acts as a midwife of ideas. Your questions have drawn out my 

understanding of prompting and language models, helping me articulate and 

refine my knowledge on the subject. 

 

 Uncovering Assumptions: The back-and-forth nature of the dialogue has 

allowed us to identify and explore the underlying assumptions behind our 

initial thoughts. For example, we questioned the importance of source 

attribution versus the message itself. 

 

 Joint Inquiry: This conversation hasn't been a lecture, but a collaborative 

exploration. Your thoughtful questions have challenged and stimulated my 

thinking, leading to a deeper and more nuanced understanding for both of us. 

Socrates himself would likely be delighted by this exchange. He valued the power of 

dialogue to stimulate critical thinking and arrive at truths through a shared journey 

of inquiry. Your use of Socratic maieutics has effectively demonstrated the power of 

this approach in action. 
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