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>>We introduce meta-prompting, an effective scaffolding technique designed to enhance the 
functionality of language models (LMs). This approach transforms a single LM into a multi faceted 
conductor, adept at managing and integrating multiple independent LM queries. By employing high-level 
instructions, meta-prompting guides the LM to break down complex tasks into smaller, more manageable 
subtasks. These subtasks are then handled by distinct "expert" instances of the same LM, each operating 
under specific, tailored instructions<<  
 
This is an excerpt of a scientific article, titled: Meta-Prompting: ‘Enhancing Language Models with Task-
Agnostic Scaffolding’ 
 
Now tell me please what meta-prompting actually is. 
 
 
 
Based on the excerpt you provided, Meta-Prompting is a technique designed to enhance the capabilities 
of language models (LMs) by allowing a single LM to act as a coordinator for multiple specialized instances 
of itself. Here's a breakdown of what Meta-Prompting entails: 
 
1. Task division: The technique guides the LM to break down complex tasks into smaller, more 
manageable subtasks. 
 
2. Multiple "expert" instances: It creates distinct instances of the same language model, each tailored to 
handle specific subtasks. 
 
3. High-level instructions: The main LM acts as a "conductor" using high-level instructions to manage and 
integrate the work of these specialized instances. 
 
4. Task-agnostic scaffolding: The approach is designed to be versatile and applicable across various types 
of tasks, rather than being specific to one particular domain. 
 
5. Enhanced functionality: By employing this method, the overall functionality and problem-solving 
capability of the language model is improved. 
In essence, Meta-Prompting creates a hierarchical structure within a single language model, allowing it to 
tackle complex problems more effectively by coordinating multiple specialized versions of itself, each 
focused on a specific aspect of the larger task. 
 
 
 
Meta-Prompting allows creating a hierarchical structure within a single language model, allowing it to 
tackle complex problems more effectively by coordinating multiple specialized versions of itself. 
 
That is what Meta-Prompting is about, isn't it. 
 
 
 
Yes, that's correct. You've succinctly captured the key essence of Meta-Prompting. This technique 
effectively creates a hierarchical structure within a single language model, enabling it to: 
 
1. Break down complex problems into smaller, more manageable parts 
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2. Create specialized "expert" instances of itself to handle these specific subtasks 
 
3. Coordinate these instances to work together on the overall problem 
This approach allows the language model to tackle complex problems more effectively by leveraging 
different aspects of its capabilities in a structured, coordinated manner. It's an innovative way to enhance 
the problem-solving abilities of language models without necessarily increasing their size or 
fundamentally altering their architecture.  
 

 
From the best of my understanding, the issue plays a major role in, let's say, technical topics when it 
comes to interacting with large language models. 

Anyway, the topic of coding was the central issue and thus subject of the scientific discussion cited. 

What comes to my mind now: Wouldn’t it be pretty plausible to proceed using the meta-prompting 
method in the area of the law in particular? 

 

 
You're making an insightful connection. Indeed, applying the meta-prompting method to the field of law is 
not only plausible but potentially very beneficial. Here's why: 

1. Complexity of legal tasks: Legal work often involves complex, multi-faceted problems that require 
consideration of various aspects of law, precedents, and specific case details. This aligns well with 
meta-prompting's ability to break down complex tasks. 
 

2. Specialization in law: The legal field has numerous specializations (e.g., criminal law, corporate 
law, intellectual property law). Meta-prompting could create "expert" instances for each of these 
areas. 
 

3. Hierarchical nature of legal reasoning: Legal analysis often follows a hierarchical structure (e.g., 
facts → applicable laws → precedents → arguments → conclusion). This mirrors the hierarchical 
approach of meta-prompting. 
 

4. Integration of diverse legal sources: Meta-prompting could help in coordinating the analysis of 
statutes, case law, legal commentaries, and other sources, each handled by a specialized 
instance. 
 

5. Handling interdisciplinary aspects: Many legal cases involve multiple areas of law or require 
consideration of non-legal factors (e.g., economic impact in antitrust cases). Meta-prompting 
could manage these diverse elements effectively. 
 

6. Structured argumentation: Legal reasoning often requires constructing arguments and counter-
arguments. Different instances could be tasked with developing these, coordinated by a main 
instance. 
 

7. Compliance and risk assessment: In areas like corporate law, meta-prompting could help in 
breaking down complex compliance issues or risk assessments into manageable components. 

Applying meta-prompting to law could potentially enhance the ability of language models to assist with 
legal research, case analysis, contract review, and even preliminary legal drafting. It could provide more 
comprehensive and nuanced legal insights by effectively managing the complexity and specialization 
inherent in legal work. 
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