
What is meant by Legal Prompting or Legal Prompt Engineering?  

Conversation with Copilot, 18.8.2024 

You 

What is meant by Legal Prompting or Legal Prompt Engineering (LPE)? 

I really don't know, honestly. But someone who pretends to know, says: 

>>[Legal] Prompting is the act of providing specific and precise instructions or queries to 

LLM to guide the model to produce desired  results or outputs [in the field of law]. Targeted 

prompting can optimize the performance and relevance of AI model outputs to produce 

high-quality results.<< 

and 

>>Legal Prompt Engineering (LPE) is a specialized skillset already being sought after by law 

firms around the world. It requires a higher degree of specificity and sophistication from the 

prompt author to help mitigate against some of the current shortcomings of generative 

AI.<< 

Now, do you, Copilot/GPT-4, know what Legal Prompting or Legal Prompt Engineering really 

is? 

Copilot 

Certainly! Let's delve into Legal Prompting and Legal Prompt Engineering (LPE): 

1. Legal Prompting: 

○ Definition: Legal Prompting involves providing specific and precise 

instructions or queries to a large language model (LLM) to guide it in 

producing desired results or outputs related to legal tasks. 

○ Purpose: By using targeted prompts, the performance and relevance of AI 

model outputs can be optimized, leading to high-quality results in legal 

applications. 

○ Example: When using text generators like ChatGPT or GPT-4 in the legal 

domain, a Legal Prompt Engineer must understand what input prompts the AI 

chatbot requires to generate the desired outcomes. These prompts could 

include tasks such as summarizing a legal judgment or creating a legal brief. A 

well-crafted prompt should provide context, specify length, language style, 

and even the writer's perspective (e.g., "Write as an employment law 

expert..."). 
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○ Learning and Resources: While there's currently no formal education for 

Legal Prompt Engineering, learning through experimentation, YouTube expert 

videos, webinars on Prompt Engineering, and tools like ChatGPT itself can 

help achieve better results. 

2. Legal Prompt Engineering (LPE): 

○ Definition: LPE is the process of guiding and assisting an LLM (such as 

ChatGPT) in performing natural legal language processing (NLLP) tasks. It 

aims to enhance the model's performance by providing well-crafted prompts. 

○ Application: LPE is particularly valuable when dealing with long legal 

documents, such as predicting legal judgments. 

○ Future Outlook: While not every law firm or legal department will require a 

dedicated Legal Prompt Engineer, repetitive tasks can often be handled using 

pre-existing prompt templates available online. Additionally, user-friendly 

plugins (like Prompt Perfect and AskYourPDF) are emerging, making prompt 

creation more accessible. 

○ Integration with Legal Tech: Legal tech software may soon generate prompts 

seamlessly within its programs, further streamlining the process [1] [ ] [2]. 

In summary, Legal Prompting and Legal Prompt Engineering play crucial roles in leveraging 

AI models effectively for legal tasks, ensuring accurate and context-aware results. If you 

have any more questions, feel free to ask! � 
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1. … 

2. … 

3. … 

4. … 

You 

Any own idea about the subject matter? 

I mean, what you present is stuff copied off from various sources (sources that pretend to 

know what it is), which I could consult by myself by entering >>What is meant by Legal 

Prompting or Legal Prompt Engineering<< into a ('conventional') search engine! 

Copilot 

My apologies if my initial response seemed overly sourced. I appreciate your feedback! Let 

me provide a more concise and original explanation: 

https://chatgpt.com/share/a196dcbf-f2c6-4a1d-9754-11fc90acb330
https://chatgpt.com/share/a196dcbf-f2c6-4a1d-9754-11fc90acb330


Legal Prompting involves crafting specific instructions or queries for large language models 

(LLMs) to guide them in producing desired legal outputs. These prompts optimize AI model 

performance, leading to high-quality results in legal applications. 

Legal Prompt Engineering (LPE) is the skill of creating effective prompts for LLMs in the legal 

domain. It aims to enhance model performance by tailoring prompts to specific legal tasks, 

such as summarizing judgments or drafting legal briefs. 

Feel free to ask if you'd like further clarification or have any other questions!  

You 

A brief answer that may be qualified as a "high-quality result" Thank you anyway. 

Copilot 

You're welcome! If you have any more questions or need assistance, feel free to ask. � 


