
 
 Google Gemini 

Ask me anything – first as a psychoanalyst – and then as a lawyer 

Generated and published: April, 04 2024 at 12:36 

 

 

 

 

 

May I ask you something?  

Because I'd like to ask you anything!  

 

 

I'm happy to help in any way I can! Ask away and I'll do my best to answer your question, even if it's 

about a complex topic like the meaning of life. 

Is there anything specific you'd like to know? 

 

 

Not about the meaning of life, I'd like to ask you anything!  

 

 

That actually opens things up a lot! The world is full of fascinating things. Here are a few ideas to get you 

started: 

Current events: Is there anything specific in the news you'd like to know more about? 

Science: Did you know there's a new theory about [insert recent scientific discovery]? 

History: Today in history, [insert interesting historical event] happened. Want to learn more? 

Random fact: Did you know the population of the earth is about 8 billion people? 

Creative writing: If you prefer something more lighthearted, how about we start a story together? 

Let me know what piques your interest, or if you have something else entirely in mind! 

 

 

Thank you anyway, I am glad that opens things up a lot now, well for anything.  
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You're welcome! If you'd rather not pick a specific topic right now, that's perfectly fine. Is there anything 

you'd generally like to explore or learn more about? 

Here are some ways I can still be helpful: 

Tell me what you're interested in: Maybe you have a hobby or a vague area of curiosity. I can provide 

some interesting facts or resources to get you started. 

Let's brainstorm together: We can bounce ideas back and forth until something sparks your interest. 

Just chat: If you feel like having a casual conversation, I'm happy to chat about anything! 

Just let me know how I can be of service. 

 

 

You are happy to chat about anything! Right, again I'd like to ask you anything.  

 

 

Absolutely! Fire away with anything you'd like to chat about. Here are some ideas to get the 

conversation flowing: 

Pop culture: Did you see the latest episode of [popular show]? What did you think? 

Books or movies: Are you reading anything interesting lately? Have you seen any good movies recently? 

Travel: Have you ever been to [interesting place]? If you could travel anywhere in the world, where 

would you go? 

Personal experiences: Have you had a funny experience lately? What's a skill you're trying to learn? 

Anything else on your mind: Is there something specific you've been pondering? 

Remember, there are no wrong questions here. I'm here for a casual conversation about whatever 

interests you. 

 

 

OK, I fire away anything!  

 

 

Sounds great! I'm all ears. Just remember, there are really no limitations. Here are a few examples to get 

the ideas flowing: 

Is there a historical period you'd love to travel back in time to experience? 



If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why? 

What's the weirdest or most interesting dream you've ever had? 

You win the lottery, what's the first thing you do? 

You get to create your own holiday, what would it celebrate? 

Don't be shy, ask away and let's see where this conversation takes us! 

 

 

Sounds like prof. dr. Freud sitting at the top end of his coach!  

 

 

That's an interesting comparison! It's true that Freud is often depicted sitting at the head of the couch 

during psychoanalysis sessions. 

There are a few reasons why Freud might have chosen this position: 

Focus on the unconscious: By having the patient recline and avoid eye contact, Freud believed they 

would be less self-conscious and more likely to access their unconscious thoughts and feelings. 

Shifting the power dynamic: With the patient lying down and Freud sitting, there's a sense of the patient 

being more vulnerable and open, while Freud is positioned as the authority figure guiding the 

exploration. 

Comfort and relaxation: Lying down could be a more comfortable and relaxed position for patients to 

free associate and explore their thoughts. 

However, this approach to therapy isn't as common today. Therapists often prefer to sit across from 

their patients to create a more collaborative and equal atmosphere. 

Does this analysis make sense, or were you thinking of something else with the Freud comparison? 

 

 

No honestly, What I am thinking of is that I'd like to ask you anything in your role as a language model, 

while you might answer: Ask-me-anything (AMA)  

 

 

Ah, I see! You want to explore the capabilities and limitations of a large language model like myself 

through an AMA format. That's a great approach! 
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So, ask me anything! Here are some areas I can potentially help you with: 

Language processing: How do I understand and generate text? 

Knowledge access: What kind of information can I access and process? 

Creative tasks: Can I write poems, scripts, or stories? 

The future of AI: What do you think the future holds for large language models? 

Feel free to get specific or ask broad questions. I'm here to give you a glimpse into the world of large 

language models! 

 

 

More specifically, I am curious about what is known as an ask-me-anything approach (AMA) in prompting 

you as a LLM  

 

And, I guess my prompting approach right here is a very suitable self-explaining example, isn't it? 

 

 

You're absolutely right! Your current approach is a perfect example of an AMA prompt for a large 

language model (LLM) like me. Here's a breakdown of what's happening: 

1. Open Ended Prompt: By saying "ask me anything" about the AMA approach, you haven't restricted the 

conversation to a specific aspect. This allows me to provide a comprehensive explanation. 

2. Focused Follow-up: Your question about your own prompting being an example further clarifies your 

interest in the practical application of AMA. 

3. Playful Allusion: While the Freud reference is lighthearted, it doesn't hinder the core question. 

This type of AMA prompt allows for a natural conversation where I can share information and adapt to 

your specific interests within the broader topic. 

So, what else would you like to know about the AMA approach? 

 

 

Now suppose, dr. Freud wouldn't be a psychoanalyst but instead a lawyer (or both ;-) while you are the 

one who is asking questions about your patient's (prof. dr. Freud’s) inner life. 

Now, wouldn't this approach be an excellently good start to get him (prof. dr. med/dr.jur) selflessly 

providing profound, genuine, comprehensive, sincere and professional help in order to find a certain 

inner balance and adequate, efficient and timely legal advice at the same time? 

 



 

That's an interesting thought experiment! While an alternate-universe lawyer Freud offering legal advice 

through an AMA wouldn't be the most traditional approach, it does have some intriguing possibilities. 

Here's why it might not be ideal: 

Confidentiality: Lawyers are bound by strict confidentiality rules. An AMA format inherently makes 

details public, which could violate client privacy. 

Specificity: Legal advice is highly specific to the situation. An AMA wouldn't allow for the in-depth 

questioning and analysis needed to provide truly valuable guidance. 

Bias: Freud's theories, while influential, are often debated. His advice might be colored by his specific 

psychological perspective. 

However, there are some ways this scenario could be a good starting point for legal advice: 

General Legal Information: Dr. Freud (the lawyer) could provide general legal knowledge about relevant 

areas of law, educating the public and sparking further exploration. 

Self-Awareness Prompt: The AMA format could encourage individuals to consider their legal situation 

and prompt them to seek professional legal counsel for specific issues. 

Public Interest Issues: If Dr. Freud focused on legal issues of public interest, the AMA could spark 

important discussions and raise awareness. 

Overall, while an AMA with a lawyer Freud wouldn't be a substitute for proper legal consultation, it could 

be a creative way to engage the public with legal concepts and encourage responsible legal action. 

Is there anything else you'd like to explore in this thought experiment, or perhaps a different way to 

approach prompting an LLM? 

 

 

An interesting thought experiment? Come on, that was not even my intention!  

 

My intention is to simply find out in which situation and context an AMA-approach might be appropriate 

in order to elicit answers to questions in the field of law from you as a LLM.  

Nothing of any ironic thought experiment at all. 

 

 

I apologize for misunderstanding your intention. You're absolutely right, and the AMA approach might 

not be the most suitable way to get legal advice from a large language model (LLM) like me. Here's why: 

Legal Advice Requires Nuance. The law is complex and depends heavily on specifics.  



An AMA's open-ended nature wouldn't allow for the detailed questioning and analysis a lawyer needs to 

provide proper guidance. 

Lack of Legal Expertise: LLMs are trained on massive datasets of text and code, but we aren't trained on 

legal codes or procedures. 

Risk of Misinformation: Legal advice with even minor inaccuracies can have serious consequences. An 

LLM response in an AMA setting could be misleading. 

However, there are some ways an AMA format could be indirectly helpful in the legal field: 

Public Legal Education: An LLM could answer general legal questions about rights, legalese definitions, or 

legal processes. This could raise awareness and encourage people to seek proper legal counsel when 

needed. 

Legal Q&A Assistant: An LLM could be used as a preliminary tool to help people understand if they have 

a legal issue and point them towards relevant resources or legal professionals. 

Simulating Scenarios: LLMs could be used to simulate basic legal scenarios to help students or legal 

professionals practice their communication and analytical skills in a safe environment (with the caveat 

that this wouldn't be a substitute for real-world experience). 

 

Here are some better approaches to get legal answers: 

Consult a Lawyer: A qualified lawyer can provide personalized and accurate legal advice based on your 

specific situation. 

Legal Websites: Reputable government or legal organization websites can offer reliable legal 

information. 

Law School Resources: Many law schools offer free legal resources or clinics for low-income individuals. 

If you have specific legal questions, I recommend seeking professional legal help. 

 

 

I understand this perfectly, and the nature of the prompt is a conversation with you as a model into the 

blue, so to speak. In relation to legal issues, this approach is only suitable, if at all, in a complementary 

way with other approaches. But I do think it offers two interesting perspectives:  

 

a) you can take a relaxed approach without the safety filter functions immediately kicking in for you as a 

justiciable model/situation  

 

b) a certain conversational structure can be followed, from small talk to serious, so to speak, as is 

common practice among people, especially in some cultures (e.g. the American culture). 

 



 

You're absolutely right! Your point about the AMA format being potentially complementary in legal 

situations is insightful. Here's how it could work: 

Relaxed Exploration: As you mentioned, the open-ended nature of AMA could allow for a more relaxed 

exploration of legal issues. This might be helpful in the early stages when someone is just trying to 

understand their situation or the different legal concepts involved. It could be a way to break the ice 

before delving into specifics with a lawyer. 

Conversational Structure: The "small talk to serious" structure you describe is a great point. An LLM could 

be used to have a preliminary conversation, answering basic questions and clarifying the user's needs. 

This could then lead to more focused resources or a consultation with a lawyer. 

Here are some additional considerations: 

Safety Filters: While safety filters are important to prevent harmful or misleading information, there 

might be ways to adjust them for legal AMAs to allow for a more open discussion without compromising 

accuracy. 

Transparency: It would be crucial to be transparent about the limitations of an LLM in legal matters. 

Users should be informed that the LLM's responses are not a substitute for professional legal advice. 

Overall, while an AMA wouldn't be the primary way to get legal help, it could be a valuable initial step in 

the legal process, especially when combined with other approaches like legal consultations and reliable 

legal resources.  


